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SPCA, shelters count the cost of Diwali aftermath for animals

THOBEKA NGEMA and ZAINUL DAWOOD

DOGS, cats, one tortoise, one hadeda
and a dassie were among the ani-
mals affected by weekend fireworks in
Durban following Diwali celebrations,
animal rights organisations reported
yesterday.

Brigitte Ferguson of Kloof and
Highway SPCA said their staff had
worked 24/7 to ensure animals affected
by the fireworks were taken care of.

“A total of 24 dogs, five cats, one
tortoise, one hadeda and one dassie
were admitted as stray animals.

“Thankfully, six dogs were claimed
by their owners this weekend,” Fergu-

B HEALTH

son said. “Sadly one dog and one cat
were killed in motor vehicle accidents
and brought to our SPCA.”

The organisation appealed to pet
owners to take care of their pets during
fireworks season. The SPCA still had to
deal with Guy Fawkes on November 5
and New Year'’s Eve.

Durban & Coast SPCA marketing
manager Tanya Fleischer said four dogs
were brought to their SPCA on Sunday
night. One from Verulam was badly
injured.

“We have been receiving lots of
calls today (yesterday) for collection
of stray animals, as well as calls from
people reporting their lost animals,”

Lifc after sproke:
ICarning to livC again
and oWn Your oWn poWCr

BUKEKA SILEKWA AND KELYN BLACKDURN

AvAsHNA Moodlcy wenp to bCd a Suc-
ce35ful busincsswoman one Who lcd o
healthy lifestyic,

However ShC WokC up unable {o move
or Speak, She could hear herself speek-
ing cicarly to family and fricnds but
thC Sounds Coming ouf of her mouLh did
nof mafCh the Words formed in her ning,

Moodlcy had Suffcred a 5¢roke in her
sicep thel might, December 24 2011

5h¢ said She woke up In {hC morning
ond qulcklg realised Lhaf ShC Could nof
nove, ‘I had no Line fo gct my affairs
in ordCr_ {0 preparc my husband and
children for o peron Who could no lon ger
welk telk rcad or wrige, All c0uld do
a5 cry a5 ! had lost my Speech ” said
Moodlcy,

From being en active hands-on busi-
nCysWoman  ShC had beCOmC SomConC
Who Could nof do anything for herself,
‘Doctors told me ! had had e Stroke, and
it was on€ of the serious king, ' oWned
o paramcdical skincarc buginess in Cipy
view Cenpre, U ingeracted dircetly wigh
the employees on g daily b«jls to engure
LhC business ran smoothly, With Lhe l055
of Spccch ! had Lo SCII {hC business,’

She spent 19 deys in o hospitel’s
mLCnslvc Carc unif recovering her abil-
ity Lo move, Sit and speak,

Moodlcg Who has madC a nCarly com-
picte rcco\:Crg hed startCd e programme
to help other SLroke survivors - Coming
flomes Hospthuonc "The m\ntg of my
situation hif me the first night back
al home and over {he nexf few deys |
Wantcd to go back to my ncw Sefc place:
the hospitell ! nceded people to treat
ne 05 Lhough ! Would recover completcly,
To love me nof for Lhe person ! once was,
buf for mc a5 ! was then, ! nceded to
5L|ll have valuC and feetvalued, ! needed
vl5lL0r5 Lo belicve in me and bring their
pOSILIVE €nCrgy With Lhem, | nccded my
family and carcgivers Lo allow me {o grow
and Icarn af my oWn pacc With paticnce
and Lo own my oWn pover, Thet's whet
ny inifiaive 19 about * eid Moodlcy,

CuLhollc pnc5L Father )can-
BopListc Mpuni was Yq and ef the
pulplt When he suffered o stroke,

Whllc prcochmg during o Monday
norning Church SCrvice on April 2 2018
Mpuni felt o SuddCn numbness on {he
left side of his body, !gnoring the
5Cnsotlon he Soldicred on through the
5cmcc unaWarC that ht We3 CxpCricac-
ing o sfroke.

"I 9ot up in Lhe morning and ! was
fincs {here Wad nuthng Wrong With we,
| was standing in front of {he Church,
preaching and then ! felp SomeLhing
Strangc In the left Side of my arm and
Icg. ! could feel my body become spiff,
but ! {ricd mof to Show i, ! confinucd
dcsplLC What ! was fecling,

"After the scrvice ! fold some of
Lhe congregation how !'wes fecling ang
Va5 rushCd £o LhC hospital inmediafely*
hC Seid. .

The pricst speat {Wo days in ICy and
Wa$ opCratCd on,

e then Steyed in the hospitel for o
furthCr LWo weeks and commiped himself
Lo rcgaining his Strengih and mobilipy,
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"
o, '

WESTVILLE Sfroke Survivor and bu3incsswoman
Avashne Moodlcy Said her Stroke changed her
1ifc enpircly and SHC hed fo SEH her business,

FATHER Jcan-Daplistc Mpuni With church
uSher of Lhe Christ Lhe King parish Adriana
Naidoo, af{Cr his rccovery from o Sfroke,

IL's o sickness like others but
worse b((g“jc life will never be Lhe
S0MC again* hC addCd,

‘| decided fhat ! had be positive af
all leCj Wlthlh ny mind In ordCr for my
body to be well, L {hen began to pray and
pushed myself Lo EXCreise more " he wd

The Lherapy consisted of cogmtwc
SpCCch and physical €xCrcises Which
FathCr Mpuni Still docs a5 part of his
recovery,

The pricst seid he lcd o normel
healthy 11fc and Watchtd Whet hC atc,
but did nof €xecrcise much,

Duc {0 LhC Stroke his ministry had
to teke o back 3c«t “along With the
complet ion of h‘5 phD in Theology.

e cannof drive walks With a limp
and hes llulc mobllltg in his left leg
and arm,

Mpuni belicves that Stroke Survi-
vory nCCd a 3trong Support 3Y3LCM a5
nany bCCome dCpresscd dut (o (he life-
gltcnng iliness,
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Masterplan for parched country

CHULUMANCO MAHAMBA
Chulumanco.Mahamba@inl.co.za

THE government will unveil a mas-
terplan next month to deal with the
current water crisis which has severely
affected Gauteng in the past few
months.

Human Settlements, Water and
Sanitation Minister Lindiwe Sisulu
yesterday announced at Rand Water
offices in Glenvista, Joburg, that a plan

had been developed to tackle the crisis
which has hit Gauteng, Limpopo and
the Eastern Cape.

Sisulu made an appeal to residents
to use water sparingly as South Africa
was experiencing higher temperatures
and low rainfall.

Sisulu added the country was under
“water stress”.

She said that the earliest that the
country could expect the desired
amount of rain was in December.

Fleischer said.

“No animals have been claimed as
yet.” She encouraged people to check
with their local SPCA and vets for miss-
ing pets, and to share the message on
their community WhatsApp groups.

Fleischer said microchipping pets
helped in finding them should they
g0 missing.

eManzimtoti SPCA manager Tracey
Girling said they were called out to one
dead dog that had jumped over a fence
and been hit by a car.

“Two animals were brought in
injured and had to be euthanised,
while five have been reported lost,”
Girling said.
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One of the weekend casualties,
Bruno, a German Shepherd, is recov-
ering after a firework exploded in his
throat in Phoenix.

According to a report by the King-
dom Cats Sanctuary, Bruno belonged
to a family living in a housing complex
in Phoenix.

“They were having a braai and
Bruno was outside with them. A
cracker had been thrown but before
the family could react, he picked it up
and it detonated in his mouth. They
immediately rushed him to the vet.
The child that threw the cracker was
severely traumatised after the incident.

“Bruno is doing well, still sedated

with an antibiotic drip in case of infec-
tion, and oxygen. Initial X-rays reveal
no damage to his throat,” Kingdom
Cats reported.

Neeri Naidoo, of Phoenix Animal
Care and Treatment (PACT), said the
effect of fireworks continued for days
because injured animals often crawled
into bushes and died slowly.

“Children had tied a firework
around the tail of a dog. Luckily, the
owner had seen what happened and
removed the firework before it went
off. Another dog was frantic and got
stuck between burglar guards. We had
to cut open a piece of the burglar guard
to free the dog,” Naidoo said.

RAYLENE Louw, right, the mother of Miguel Louw leaving the Durban High Court yesterday with her mother and a friend. | MOTSHWARI

MOFOKENG African News Agency (ANA)

" Accused a friend of
~ slain Miguel’s mom

He was a co-worker but they were not in a relationship, she testifies

SNE MASUKU

RAYLENE Louw, the mother of kid-
napped and murdered 9-year-old
Miguel Louw, says she and the man
accused of the crime were friends, and
she was not in a relationship with him.

Louw took the witness stand yes-
terday in the trial of Mohamed Vahed
Ebrahim, and spoke of the morning
she last saw her son alive.

On the morning of July 17 last year
she woke up and got Miguel ready for
school.

“I got him ready for school, made
him lunch and kissed him goodbye
as usual, and told him that I loved
him,” she said while weeping in the
witness box.

Ebrahim, a close acquaintance and
co-worker of Louw’s, is accused of
kidnapping and murdering the Rippon
Primary School pupil.

Miguel’s decomposed body was
found in bushes in Phoenix, days after
he went missing.

When Miguel went missing, there
were allegations that Louw, who was
separated from Miguel’s father Kirk
Louw, was in a relationship with Ebra-
him, but yesterday she said they were
just friends.

Kirk died in July of a heart attack.

B CRIME

Louw said she lived with her
mother and two children, Miguel and
his sister, at their home in Sydenham.

She said when Ebrahim visited her
at her home for the first time, she
introduced him to her mother and
children as her co-worker and friend.

She said she worked with Ebra-
him at Emam Bux Food Emporium on
Alpine Road, and they became friends.

Ebrahim visited often and would
help her mother with chores around
the house, but she did not know what
arrangement he had with her mother.

Louw said Ebrahim had a close rela-
tionship with her children and often
bought them sweets and chocolates.

CCTV video footage presented by
the State at the start of the trial show-
ing Ebrahim with Miguel at the KFC in
Sydenham on the day he went missing
is not disputed by the defence.

Senior State advocate Kelvin Singh
intends to prove that Ebrahim boarded
a taxi with Miguel after buying him
food at the KFC, killed him and
dumped his body near his home in
Phoenix.

Louw told the court yesterday that
she was only aware of two occasions
when Ebrahim took her children to
the KFC.

“The KFC is two minutes’ walk

away from home. He had been to the
KFC twice with the kids, but he had
asked me for permission,” she said.

Ismail Rhyman had testified ear-
lier, saying he had seen Ebrahim and
Miguel crossing the road and walking
towards the minibus taxis.

After seeing the CCTV footage he
remembered seeing Ebrahim crossing
the road at the same time as he did
that afternoon.

He said he knew Ebrahim from the
area and had seen him at the KFC.

He said he worked at the YMK
Spares shop opposite the KFC and
knew Miguel, as he would see him
walking home after school. He remem-
bered seeing him with Ebrahim, whom
he pointed out to the court.

Under cross-examination he
admitted he could not remember
what clothes the man with Miguel
was wearing at the time but he could
remember that the boy wore a blue
school tracksuit.

Ebrahim’s lawyer, Jay Naidoo, ques-
tioned why Rhyman had paid special
attention to the man and boy crossing
the busy road. Rhyman said he noticed
them because Miguel wore his school
uniform and because he would see the
two in the area.

The trial continues.

Senior security officer, 60, shot dead

ZAINUL DAWOOD

POLICE are searching for robbers who
shot dead a security officer in oThon-
gathi (Tongaat) yesterday.

Police spokesperson Captain Nqo-
bile Gwala said 60-year-old Jikelela
Security guard Dan Pillay (pictured)
was shot in the abdomen and chest in
Maidstone at Tongaat Industrial Park.
His service pistol with 13 rounds of
ammunition was stolen.

A case of murder was opened at the
oThongathi police station.

Derrick Naidoo of Jikelela Security
said Pillay was a senior staff member
who had worked for the company for
nearly a decade.

“He was a senior inspector who was
on a site checking up on the guards.

“One person demanded he hand
over his firearm. Dan took two steps
back as a precaution. The moment he
did so, a shot went off. He was shot
once in the chest and disarmed of his
CZ 83 pistol,” he said.

Pillay was taken to hospital where
he died. Naidoo said the Pillay family

were devastated by the murder. “He
was a dedicated officer who was near-
ing retirement. He loved his job and
was very energetic,” Naidoo said.

In a separate incident, another
guard is in hospital after a cash-in-tran-
sit robbery in KwaMashu yesterday.

A gang of robbers held up three
guards at the Thembalihle Railway
Station. Police spokesperson Colonel
Brenda Muridili said the guards had
collected cash just after 8am.

“A number of suspects with fire-
arms appeared. One of the guards was
shot in the leg. The suspects robbed
the guards of two firearms. The injured
guard was taken to hospital,” he said.

Police appeal to anyone with
information to call Crime Stop at
0860010111.

B CRIME

Watchdog
alarmed at
armed cops

goINg rogue
off duty

ANELISA KUBHEKA

POLICE watchdog the Independent
Police Investigative Directorate (Ipid)
yesterday expressed concern at the
behaviour of off-duty SAPS officers.

This comes as Ipid is investigating
the shooting and killing of Zwakele
Hlongwa, 28, in Amaoti on Sunday.

Ipid spokesperson Sontaga Seisa
said a constable based at Inanda police
station was still being sought.

He said it was alleged that the
murder took place in the vicinity of a
liquor outlet.

At about 4am the constable alleg-
edly had an argument with Hlongwa
about a torch or taser.

“The argument led the constable to
fetch his police-issued pistol from his
vehicle. On returning, the constable
fired five shots, injuring the 28-year-
old man. He was taken to the clinic
where he was certified dead.”

Seisa said the constable then alleg-
edly fled and the investigation was
still ongoing.

“Ipid is concerned about how some
police officials are conducting them-
selves, more especially when off duty.

“Some have a tendency of visit-
ing public entertainment areas while
having access to their firearms. This
should not be the case or practice, as
the firearm legislation is clear on how
to manage and handle all firearms,”
said Seisa.

Hlongwa’s brother, Lindokuhle,
said they had been sitting with a group
of friends on the road drinking because
there was a birthday party nearby.

“We all knew the girl who was
celebrating her birthday, and she had
asked us to come as I was also celebrat-
ing my 27th birthday.

“We all also know the policeman
as he lives in the area. He arrived and
began talking with my brother.”

Lindokuhle said he could not hear
exactly what they were talking about,
but the conversation involved a torch.

When asked what type of torch it
was, Lindokuhle said it was a torch
that could electrocute someone “like
a tranquilliser”.

When asked whether it was a stun
gun or a taser, he said he did not know
its proper name.

The constable and Hlongwa were
apparently arguing over where it
could be purchased and by whom. He
claimed the policeman went to his car
as they were leaving.

“When the policeman returned
from his car he didn’t say anything,
and shot my brother repeatedly before
getting into his car and fleeing,” the
brother said.

Phumzile van Damme

DA lauds deal for
SABC to show final

THE DA is happy the SABC has reached
an agreement with SuperSport to
broadcast the final game of the 2019
Rugby World Cup between South
Africa and England live on SABC 2 on
Saturday at 1lam, DA MP Phumzile
van Damme said.

“We are pleased that the SABC and
SuperSport have been able to come to
this agreement as many South African
rugby fans, who cannot afford DSty,
have been unable to track the Spring-
boks’ performance in the World Cup.

“The cash-strapped public broad-
caster was unable to afford the pur-
chasing of broadcasting rights for the
2019 Rugby World Cup due to its
serious financial challenges,” she said.

The DA hoped the country would
support the Springboks on Saturday,
Van Damme said. | African News Agency
(ANA)



